
MEETING MINUTES
ALBANY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Tuesday, June 2nd, 2020.  6:00 pm
Meeting was held remotely using a Polycom2 Conference Calling System

Members present:  Cathy Ryan, Cort Hansen, Sean Wadsworth, Mike Steward, Kevin Tilton, Leah Valladares – Alternate.    
Cathy called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.  Cathy read the declaration (order#12) related to public meetings during the current health crisis authorizing government boards to meet remotely.  Cathy asks for a roll call vote of the members present.
Under new business Cathy asked for a motion to approve the minute of the 5/5/20 meeting.  Mike made a motion to approve the minutes of the 5/5/20 meeting.  With a second from Cort, a roll call vote was made by Cathy and by a 5-0 vote the motion to approve the minutes of the 5/5/20 meeting was approved.  

Under new business Cathy made a motion to table the minutes of the 5/19/20 meeting until the next meeting.  With a second from Cort a roll call vote was made by Cathy and by a 5-0 vote the motion to table the minutes of the 5/19/20 meeting was approved.  
Mike asked if he could place some temporary maps showing the new trails on the kiosks.  Kevin offered to assist Mike with GPS date that could establish the trail location and post temporary maps on the kiosks.  Cort said that he could plastic laminate the temporary maps.  With updated trail information permanent maps could be purchased and posted at these locations.  Mike mentioned that a NEMBA logo should be included on the new maps to credit the work they have done in construction of the new trails.
The remainder of the meeting was spent reviewing with Sean the Model Groundwater Protection Ordinance (GPO).  The conversation evolved around the GPO starting on Page 11, Section IV and going back into prior pages; the scale of the ordinance, and how to best adapt it to Albany.  Topics discussed included; the potential areas to select for inclusion, or if the entire town should be included, Wellhead Protection Areas, (WPA), who would regulate/enforce the GPO? (Town board or State), the impact of some of the potential restrictions such as blasting, agricultural practices, restriction on the size of impervious surfaces, and hazardous material storage.  Cathy asked if the Albany Master Plan included an allowance for addition of a GPO to existing planning regulations.  Sean confirmed that the Master Plan did allow for a GPO to be added to the Albany Planning regulations. It was agreed that members should continue to read the Model GPO and be prepared to resume discussion at the next meeting in July.
Sean mentioned that the Town had been awarded a grant of around $2400 to assist the Town in helping educate town residents on the establishment of a GPO.  Sean indicated that there was a possible deadline of 5/2021 which likely maybe able to be extended since the issue of C-19 was interfering with hosting public meetings about the creation of an Albany GPO.  Sean said that the both the Albany Planning Board and the Albany Conservation Commission should jointly be involved in educating town voters as to the value of a GPO.

Skipping old business and with no public comments Cathy asked for a motion to adjourn.  With a motion from Mike and with a second from Kevin the meeting was adjourned at 6:45pm after a 5-0 roll call vote.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, July 7th, 2020.
Cort Hansen, Conservation Commission Secretary.
